
Assessment within the Disciplines 
“General Education is not isolated from the disciplines (Weeks, 1996). 
It is the discipline-associated situation that governs the specifics of what 
are regarded, at a minimum, as good writing, speaking, and problem 
solving (Eder, p.138).” 

Winthrop University wanted to assess aesthetic awareness as a learning 
outcome of its general education efforts. A team of six faculty members 
were selected to figure out a way to do this. The team included an 
architect, a musician, a poet, a historian, a painter, and a thespian.  

The team returned with the following answer: “Regardless of our 
disciplines, we agree that one indicator of aesthetic awareness would 
be the capacity to interpret metaphor (p.139).” 

 

“Consequently, Winthrop realized that its general education students all took a course in 
literature, theatre, or art wherein they would encounter, respectively something on the order of 
Coleridge’s poem, Rime of the Ancient Mariner, a performance of Tchaikovsky’s ballet, Swan 
Lake or a copy of Rodin’s sculpture, The Thinker. The assessment task then became simply 
one of tapping into already-existing assignment opportunities that ask students to interpret 
the metaphors inherent in these media (p.141).” 

Assessment Indicators & Effective Assessment Practice 

“The indicator concept is important in assessment. It is usually 
impossible actually to measure learning because what happens in the 
mind is fundamentally invisible. How does one know if a person is a 
“reflective critical thinker” or possesses “global awareness”? Truly, we 
cannot look at our students’ faces and “see it in their eyes.” Students have 
to construct something or behave overtly in order to make their learning 
visible.  

Therefore, one can monitor student learning through an effective 
indicator, which is a product of student learning-an artifact yielded 
up by an assignment-or a student behavior [emphasis added]. The 
product or behavior serves as evidence that what is expected to be learned 
is actually being learned (p.141).” 

“To be a useful as an indicator, a particular piece of data must 
communicate something important about what is happening in a complex 
domain” (Ewell & Jones, 1996 as cited in Eder, 2004, p.141). 
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Indicators are 
specific, 
measurable 
statements 
identifying student 
performance 
required to meet 
the outcome, 
confirmable 
through evidence. 
An indicator is used 
to translate the 
learning outcome 
into something 
measurable. 
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